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A4 vs A3 Copiers & Printers

“What’s the best printer size for small businesses... A4, or A3?” It’s just one question Visual Edge IT often
gets from small and mid-sized businesses (SMBs) for their printer requirements. Following are other FAQs

we get, whose answers can help in choosing the right office printer for your business — A4, A3, or, in

some cases, both.

Question: What'’s the main difference
between A4 and A3 devices?

Answer: A4 and A3 are standard metric paper
sizes (ISO 216), the main difference being print size
capability:

« A4 =210 x 297 mm (=8.27” x 11.69”, or close to
U.S. Letter 8.5” x 117)

- A3 =297 x 420 mm (=11.69” x 16.54”, or close
to Tabloid 11” x 17”; most A3 devices also print
Legal 8.5” x 147)

Tip: If rarely or never printing larger than Letter or
Legal size, A4 is often sufficient.

Question: When should | choose an A3
copier/printer?

Answer: If you regularly print large documents,
such as:

- Spreadsheets, schematics, or architectural plans
- Marketing materials (posters, flyers, brochures)

- Booklets or folded layouts

Answer: If you require more advanced finishing
options, like:

- Booklet folding, hole punching, stapling, or
saddle stitch
- Heavier paper weights (for document covers

or cards)

Answer: Or, when you have high-volume
departmental printing needs:

- A3 models are typically more robust and offer
higher duty cycles — i.e., the upper limit of

pages a printer can handle in a month.

Tip: Manufacturers recommended monthly print
volumes are usually about 10% of the duty cycle,
which helps maintain performance and extend the
printer’s lifespan.

Question: When is an A4 model a better
choice?

Answer: When you mainly print:

- Standard office documents, letters, and reports

- Emails, invoices, contracts, or memos

Answer: When you have limited office or floor space

- A4 devices are smaller, lighter, and easier to

place on desks or shelves.

Answer: When you want to reduce upfront and
operating costs

- An A4 printer’s lower purchase price, energy
consumption, and toner usage are good ways
to measure the cost difference between A4

and A3 devices.

Contact us today for a free consultation. Call (800) 828-4801

or visit us at



http://www.visualedgeit.com/contact
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Question: Can A3 devices handle A4 work?

Answer: Yes, all A3 copiers and can print A4
documents, typically at a lower cost per page.

Question: What about speed and
productivity?

Answer: A3 copiers generally offer faster print
speeds, higher paper capacity, and more finishing
options.

Answer: A4 printers are more efficient for small
teams or workgroups and home office use.

Question: Does print quality differ between
the two models?

Answer: Many A3 models use more advanced
inks, toners, and color systems (engines) for more
“professional-looking” prints.

Answer: A4 models, meanwhile, are still sufficient
for “business color” documents that do not demand
high-end graphic or photo quality.

Question: What'’s the cost difference
between A4 and A3 printers?

Answer: Beyond initial costs, overall cost differences
between the two models can be measured in various
operational ways. The following cost categories are a
good framework for comparing costs in general.

Ready to get started?

or visit us at

We can help.

Cost Category | A4 Devices A3 Devices
Initial cost Lower Higher
Toner/Ink CPC  Higher Lower

(cost per page)

Maintenance Lower Higher
Volume Low to Moderate to
capacity Moderate High
Long-term cost May be higher = More effiicient
(high volume) per page

Question: What should | check before
deciding?

Answer: Use this as a checklist specific to your
business.

How often do we need to print or copy 11x17
or larger?

How many total pages do we print per month?
Do we need finishing (staple/fold/booklet)?
How much office “real estate” do we have?
What’s our budget and total cost of ownership?
How many users will share the device?

Do we need advanced color matching or
graphics output?

Visual Edge IT knows printers. For more than 39
years, Visual Edge IT has worked with SMBs across
the country to implement best-fit print technology
solutions, from multifunction printers (MFPs) and
production print solutions to Managed Print Services.
Installation, maintenance, and ongoing support comes
from our team of experienced copy/print specialists.
Learn more at www.visualedgeit.com.

Contact us today for a free consultation. Call (800) 828-4801
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